
“This is a powerful show from a powerful woman...
  fearless, brutal and beautiful”     Kate Copstick  |  Aug 2016

Illusion and Seduction in Iraq and Syria

The Kardashians Made Me Do It

Wish you were halal  xx

“Shazia Mirza is provoking laughter and large intakes of breath once again…
  brave and urgent”  The  Telegraph
“The bravest thing you’ll see on a comedy stage this year... a remarkable finale”
  The Sunday Times
“At this moment in time – post-Brexit, post-Nice, post-Orlando – it’s on point,
  chilling and superb”  The Skinny
“She’s effective at getting under your skin... strikes a blow”  Metro
“As brave a piece of comedy as you’ll see”  Mail On Sunday

This extraordinary stand-up show is a searing and urgent exploration of ISIS and Jihadi 
brides. Shazia looks into the nature of offence, post-Brexit racism and the dangers of 
politically correct liberalism versus the sinister and terrifying intrusion of ISIS into the 
lives of young British women.

www.shazia-mirza.com          Shazia Mirza          @shaziamirza1
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Following her critically acclaimed ‘Work in Progress’ at 
Edinburgh 2015 and a sell-out UK first-leg 2016 tour, titled; 
‘The Kardashians Made Me Do It’ Shazia Mirza returns for 
an extended tour to March 2017 and ‘is provoking laughter 
and large intakes of breath once again’ (The Telegraph) in 
what has been described by The Mail on Sunday; ‘as brave a 
piece of comedy as you’ll see.’
The Kardashians Made Me Do It is inspired by three girls who left 
Bethnal Green in 2015 to join ISIS, and an unrelated radio piece Shazia 
contributed to the BBC which subsequently received a record number 
of complaints. The show delves into post-Brexit racism, the 
nature of offence, the dangers of politically correct liberalism 
versus the sinister and terrifying intrusion of ISIS into the 
lives of young British Asian women and the phenomenon 
of jihadi brides.

“This show is about ISIS and Jihadi brides and why I think 
young girls in Britain, are running away to join ISIS. It was 
inspired by the three girls from Bethnal Green who ran 
off to Join ISIS in February this year. I talk about this in 
the context of my own upbringing, my life was exactly the 
same as these girls growing up, but I rebelled in the normal 
way - I dyed my hair pink and took drugs. I didn’t join a 
terrorist organization. 

This is the most political material I’ve ever done. In dealing 
with this subject matter I have had to be very truthful, and 
that’s OK, because the truth is always funny.

The show is not something I particularly wanted to do 
either, but I felt I had to, and I knew exactly what I thought 
and felt about it. But one thing I felt for sure, is that if I’m 
going to do this show I have to really go for it and say it 
exactly how it is, or I don’t do it at all.”

The revered, applauded, loved and reviled comedian and 
columnist has appeared on various TV and radio shows 
including The Jonathan Ross Show (ITV), Loose Women 
(ITV), The Late Late Show (RTE), Have I Got News For You 
(BBC), F*** Off, I’m a Hairy Woman (BBC) for which she 
spent seven months in the service of hirsutism, NBC’s Last 
Comic Standing, Beautiful People (BBC2), The World Stands 
Up (Paramount Comedy), Radio 4’s The Now Show and The 
Saturday Show and a regular slot on Radio 2’s Vanessa Feltz 
Show.  Performing internationally from Texas to Kosovo 
,she has been a regular contributor to The Financial Times, 
The Daily Mail and wrote a weekly column in The Guardian 
entitled ‘Dairy of a Disappointing Daughter’.

In 2008 she was listed in The Observer as one of the 50 
funniest acts in British comedy, won ‘Columnist of the 
Year’ at the prestigious PPA Awards for her fortnightly 
column in The New Statesman and won The GG2 Young 
Achiever of the Year Award.

With jihadi brides, ISIS radicalisation, Brexit and the flight of masses from 
Syria in the headlines regularly, Shazia Mirza is tackling head-on the 

burning issues of our time with her current stand-up comedy show, which is on 
tour in the UK and internationally to March 2017.

The Kardashians Made Me Do It



Edinburgh 2015: 
Shazia Mirza, A Work 
in Progress, The Stand, 
review: ‘brave and urgent’
The Telegraph  |  Dominic Cavendish Theatre Critic  |  Wednesday 12 August 2015

She introduced herself to audiences, and made a 
name for herself, in the wake of 9/11 by saying: 
“My name’s Shazia Mirza – at least, that’s what 
it says on my pilot’s licence.” 

Now, as another blood-red wave of Islamist 
terrorism breaks across the world, this plucky 
Muslim comedian is provoking laughter and 
large intakes of breath once again; this time 
scoffing at jihadi brides and inveighing against 
Isil.

She doesn’t mince her words, expressing incredulity that so many people, David Cameron included, have done 
so much soul-searching on behalf of the nation as to the motives of the Bethnal Green Academy (which she dubs 
a ‘Jihademy’) runaways. 

It’s got nothing to do with religion, she avers. “They think they’ve gone on a Club 18-30 holiday to Ibiza… 
they’re not religious, they’re horny.”

It should be obvious what they’re after, and it’s dangling between the legs of the fanatics. “As barbaric as they 
are, they [Isil] are hot”. The absconders are “looking for a Halal version of Brad Pitt”. We shouldn’t treat the teen 
rebels with kid gloves: “don’t let them come back!”

Will Mirza, 35, get targeted for being so outspoken? She’s been the subject of abuse and threats in the past after 
talking about her strict upbringing in Birmingham and dating Muslim men. And she sticks her neck out here as 
never before here in a closing section that suggests – citing a translation of Hadith number 557 – that the Prophet 
foresaw and condemned such a group. Closing with grim video footage, she leaves you in no doubt that there’s a 
war on, and she’s willing to stand-up and be counted in the fight against the killers.

Given the bravery and urgency of the material, you’re inclined to overlook the fact that she loses momentum 
midway in by over-stating the same points. Doubtless she will tighten the show before it moves to the Tricycle, 
where it will be titled The Kardashians Made Me Do It (she wanted to call it The Road to al-Baghdadi, after the Isil 
leader, but the theatre got cold feet). Besides, if she’s merciless on religious extremism she’s equally unforgiving 
about politically correct liberalism, entertainingly laying into those who would pigeon-hole or patronise her 
talents. 

“These days as a Muslim woman you get awards just for leaving the house,” she quips at the start. Don’t give her 
an award, then. Just give her your time.

Read Online

Stand-up comedian Shazia Mirza Credit: Martin Twomey

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/comedy/what-to-see/edinburgh-2015-shazia-mirza-stand-review/


Shazia Mirza is certainly up for a scrap. Her 
show was called The Road to al-Baghdadi, 
but the Tricycle was worried this might make 
Islamic State irate. Hence the more innocuous 
The Kardashians Made Me Do It. Though that 
does not stop the Birmingham-born Muslim 
from openly criticising the theatre on stage for 
its nervousness. 

Up for a scrap: Shazia Mirza Marc Broussely/Redferns

The strongest section of this ambitious monologue 
concerns the Bethnal Green schoolgirls who fled to 
Syria. 

Mirza suggests that watching reality TV may have 
helped to drive them towards a teenage rebellion in 
search of “a Halal version of Brad Pitt”. She had a 
similarly strict upbringing and maybe identifies with 
them.

Before Mirza discusses the “Jihademy” threesome 
she addresses her own position as a go-to voice when 
the media wants quotes from “my lot”. Her problem 
is that she does not always deliver what is required. 
When she wrote a BBC Radio piece she was asked to 
“make it more Muslim”.

Incidents like this highlight the contradictions of 
being a UK Muslim, where you are expected to be 
assimilated yet remain distinct on demand. The comic 
previously wore a burka but now sports sparkly tops 
resembling Joan Rivers’s cast-offs. Bad taste gags 
mentioning Rose West and Jimmy Savile also evoke 
Rivers.

This is a show that is nothing if not brave as it builds 
to a well-informed conclusion which fiercely critiques 
Islamic State. Not the funniest show currently in 
London, but maybe the most potent.

Until October 3, Tricycle Theatre, (020 7328 1000, tricycle.co.uk)

Shazia Mirza, comedy 
review: nothing if not 
brave
Shazia Mirza evoked Rivers in this confrontational set
The Standard  |  Bruce Dessau  |  Friday 25 September 2015

Read Online

http://www.standard.co.uk/goingout/comedy/shazia-mirza-comedy-review-nothing-if-not-brave-a2956166.html


The Muslim comic received prizes 
and hate mail for her dark humour 
in the wake of the 9/11 attacks. She 
talks about the British jihadi bride 
schoolgirls who inspired her new 
show

With her trademark deadpan delivery, 
Shazia Mirza is discussing the east London 
school where four pupils have left for 
Syria. “I call it the Bethnal Green Jihad-
emy,” she quips. “It has produced so many 
jihadi brides it must be the top of the league 
table.” The remark is typical of the comic 
who first rode to fame on a wave of nervous 
laughter when, in the wake of the 9/11 
attacks, she introduced herself on stage 
with the line: “My name’s Shazia Mirza 
– at least that’s what it says on my pilot’s 
licence.” Her latest show, for which she 
had chosen the jaunty title The Road to al-
Baghdadi, looks set to mine the same rich 
seam of taboo-busting humour. But to her 
surprise Tricycle, the theatre hosting it on 
its return to London from Edinburgh, were 
so uneasy about the potential repercussions 
from Islamic State militants angered by the 
use of their leader’s name they asked her to 
change the show’s title.

“They said ... they didn’t want to be in the 
news cycle and if it ends up on Twitter, 
Isis will see it,” she says. “I thought, are 
you serious? Heads of theatre companies 
are now so scared they will change the 
names of shows?” It is now called The 
Kardashians Made Me Do It.

I meet Mirza in a restaurant near her 
north London home, where her sleek silk 
shirt and Farrah Fawcett blow-dry fit in 
perfectly with the well-heeled diners. So 
it’s something of a surprise when she says 
her new material was sparked by her sense 
of affinity, if not sympathy, for the girls 
who have left.
“I used to teach in Tower Hamlets,” she 
says. “Most of my class were Bangladeshi 
girls and boys of 15 or 16. They were 
normal; they fancied the boys, watched 
Top of the Pops and EastEnders and talked 
about them, not religion. They wore the 
hijab as a cultural thing – because all their 
friends did.”

But her own upbringing in Birmingham 
taught her about the pressures they were 
under. “I used to be one of those girls, but 

Isis wasn’t around when I was growing 
up,” she says, half-seriously. “My parents 
were really strict. My dad would drive 
me to the school gates, so there was just a 
small gap between the gates and the car. I 
couldn’t see a boy, let alone chase one. It’s 
the same with these girls – no boyfriends, 
no sex before marriage. I couldn’t go on 
school trips, or to parties. My mother used 
to take me swimming, but when I was 13 
she said I couldn’t go any more because 
I would be too exposed in the costumes.” 
This, she points out, was not unusual 
among her Asian friends – whatever their 
religion. This, however, is where the 
similarities end. “When we rebelled, we 
went to nightclubs with gay men, and took 
ecstasy. It was normal teenage rebellion; 
no one did anything drastic. I didn’t see 
Gaddafi on TV and think, ‘Phwoar!’”

Mirza says that what the girls are running 
towards is just as ridiculous. “They have 
seen these [jihadi fighters] on TV and some 
of them – you have to agree – are hot. And 
they think,” – she puts on a lustful voice – 
“‘I want a bit of that – and it’s all halal.’”
It may sound flippant, but Mirza has been 
doing her homework. During our chat she 
refers to a notebook filled with research, 
casually mentioning she has been reading 
the hadiths (traditions attributed to the 
prophet), and interviewing counsellors 
ahead of her Edinburgh stint. And there 
can’t be many comics at the fringe who 
consider watching home affairs select 
committee proceedings as essential 
preparation for a job.

At one hearing, she tells me, a packing list 
that one of the girls had left behind was 
read out. “It was an epilator, a packet of 
new knickers, and body lotion. I thought, 
‘You’re going to join a barbaric terrorist 
organisation and you are thinking of your 
bikini line?’ That’s why I think these girls 
had no idea what they were going to – and 
they are going to get there and not be able 
to get out.”

Despite being drawn to the dark humour 
of the situation, she is also motivated by 
a more serious point. “This is my religion, 
and I don’t want people to think that Isis is 
part of that,” she says, flatly.

“There are a lot of people who want to 
believe Islam is a barbaric, awful, women-
hating, evil religion. But it is a very spiritual 
religion. If you read the last sermon that 
the prophet – peace be upon him – gave, 
he said be kind to your women. Everything 
Isis is doing is horrific to women: raping, 
enslaving, shooting them in the head. Look 
at me – they would stone me to death!”
The show is the most political routine she 
has done since her arrival on the comedy 
scene – largely because of the violent 
attention that that ignited. Mirza is frank 
about the fact that she found herself 

unprepared for the spotlight shone on her 
after 9/11. Suddenly she was feted, and 
given prizes and TV slots: “Muslim women 
get awards just for leaving the house.”

In return for this tokenistic attention, she 
was expected to be not just a comedian, but 
a spokeswoman. “I didn’t have the skills 
to do it, then,” she says. “Ten years ago, 
all people wanted me to do was give them 
insight into Islam and terrorism and when I 
couldn’t, they dismissed me.”

At the same time she was receiving hate 
mail from Muslim men, and was even 
attacked on stage. “Lots of Muslims had 
never watched [standup] comedy,” she 
says. “People didn’t understand it. They 
thought I was being offensive”. But, she 
says, the reaction from fellow comedians 
was not much better. While white, male 
comics detailing their own lives were 
assumed to be talking about universal 
experiences, when she did the same as a 
Muslim woman, it drew complaints that 
she was a one-trick pony. “People on the 
comedy circuit were vile to me. They said 
I only got where I was because I was a 
Muslim, I was always banging on about 
Muslims and I wasn’t funny.”

This even tipped over into physical assault. 
“One night I was doing some material about 
suicide bombers and there was a white, 
male comedian watching at the back. He 
had a reputation for being aggressive to 
women and when I came off the stage he 
grabbed me by the neck and dragged me 
into the cloakroom. He was shouting and 
screaming and saying, ‘If you are going to 
steal material, don’t steal it from me.’ The 
organiser came and pulled him off. But I 
was so shocked.”

Eventually, she says, the pressure became 
too much and she decided not to do any 
more routines about Islam. She turned to 
mainstream material, only to be told she 
had lost her unique edge.

About five years ago, she stopped doing 
TV shows and interviews. “I became a 
recluse. I wanted to focus on being a good 
comedian. Comedy is hard and it takes a 
long time to become good and to know 
what you want to say.”

Her confidence grew, she says, when 
she started accepting performances that 
ignored her religion or gender. But this 
self-assurance also taught her that she 
should not allow other people to dictate 
what she should be interested in, or how 
she identified herself.

“I started feeling a few years ago that 
I was being silenced, that the things I 
wanted to talk about were not acceptable or 
mainstream enough. Now I have realised I 
am a good enough comedian to be funny 
about anything. I am doing it on my own 
terms.” This is the same attitude she shows 
towards those seeking to twist her religion.

“My childhood best friend, who is gay, 
asked me to do a speech at his wedding in 
France. I got on the plane and I remember 
thinking, ‘I am giving a speech at a wedding 
between two men during Ramadan and I 
am fasting. What would Isis think? They 
would say it was haram at every level. 
But in the Qur’an and the hadiths there 
is a lot about your conscience. What did 
my conscience say about my best friend 
marrying a lovely guy? This is going to be 
one hell of a party.”

   Shazia Mirza:  
‘Look at me – Isis 

would stone me to death’
The Guardian  |  Homa Khaleeli  | Tuesday 18 August 2015

Read Online
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Yes, I tell jokes about Islamic State
“You’re going to join a sixth-century barbaric terrorist organization, and you are thinking of doing your bikini 
line?”    February 2016 | by Shazia Mirza

Shazia Mirza: From playground to warzone 
The writer and comedian on why British girls are joining Isis.   February 2016 | by Shazia Mirza

Shazia Mirza Is Taking on Islamic State One Joke at a Time.   February 2016 | by Kat Lister

‘If you want to know the truth, read the Qur’an, not The Daily Mail’
Comedian Shazia Mirza is fed up at having to apologize for the actions of deranged individuals who claim to 
share her faith.    January 2016 | by Shazia Mirza

Shazia Mirza: Isis Aren’t Radicalising Girls. They’re Selling Them A Fantasy 
“These girls are horny teenagers - and Isis are the One Direction of Islam,” says comedian Shazia Mirza     January 
2016 | by Shazia Mirza

Shazia Mirza and Ivor Dembina stand up for refugees
The comedian explains why she’s performing in a comedy night in Leicester for City of Sanctuary, one of the 
charities the Guardian is supporting.    December 2015 | by Aisha Gani

shazia mirza: the sad sexual secret behind jihadi recruitment
Britain’s gutsiest Muslim stand-up reveals the unspoken motivation driving Isis’ schoolgirl members.    November 
2015 | by Shazia Mirza

Horny jihadi brides and pubes in the post: Meet British Muslim comedian Shazia Mirza
British Muslim comedian Shazia Mirza tells Radhika Sanghani why her latest show focuses on Isil and the 
Kardashians     October 2015 | by Radhika Sanghani
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