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Working Title: East of Freedom
                     

Tag Line: East Cork’s War of Independence - in the words of those who fought it.
                     

Format: This is a 40min documentary shot in 16:9 HD colour and finished in 
stereo surround sound.
                     

“...a terrific explosion occurred which
 resulted in the first lorry stopping”- Cpt. Jack O’Connell

The Story
East of Freedom traces the main actions of the war in East Cork between 1919 
and 1921 across the operational area of the nineteen Volunteer Companies which 
comprised the 4th Battalion of the 1st Cork Brigade.

From the capture of weapons from British soldiers in Cobh during the early days of the 
war, through the many successful raids on RIC barracks, the ambush of a company of 
Cameron Highlanders outside Midleton and the tragic battle at Clonmult, to the killing 
of Diarmuid O’Hurley in May 1921 at Carrigogna near Midleton, the story follows the 
victories and failures of the people who were there, using the words they left for us in 
the nation’s archives.

The story concludes with the declaration of a truce in July of 1921, with some of the 
thoughts and feelings of those who survived to see it, and who played a very local, but 
highly significant role in shaping the direction of our history.

Surviving sketch of the 4th Battalion operational area
overlaid on contemporary map of East Cork

The People
The personal accounts of the people involved in the war illustrate the drama of the 
conflict, as well as the pain and disappointments experienced. The film brings to life 
the hopes, beliefs and fearlessness of those ordinary people, who lived extraordinary 
lives through the most troubled and terrifying years of East Cork’s modern history.

The Place
The operational area of the nineteen Volunteer Companies of the 4th Battalion covers 
a geographical area from Glounthane to Youghal and from Whitegate to Clonmult. 
The major engagements of the Battalion, such as the attack on the RIC Barracks in 
Carrigtwohill form the core of the narrative of the story, whilst also looking at the 
wider backdrop of the roles played by those who supported the rebellion.

“There was a lull in the firing and we heard
 sounds of a discussion going on upstairs”- Cpt. Joseph Aherne
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and Midleton companies under the command of Mick Leahy,

0/C, 4th battalion.

On the evening of the day of the attack, I

commandeered a van in Cobh I was company quartermaster

at the time and brought Leahy, Daithi O'Brien, Tom

O'Shea and three others (amongst the latter were James

Aherne and Maurice Moore, both of whom lost their lives

when the column was attacksd at Clonmult in February,

1921) to Carrigtwohill. We were all armed with rifles,

and arrived in the village about 10 p.m..

I was in a position behind a wall at the back of

the barracks when the attack was opened by us, about

11 p.m. Daithi O'Brien of Cobh was with inc. Mick

Leahy, the 0/C, and Tom O'Shea of Cobh were in a hayshed,

a few yards away from me.

At the first burst of rifle fire from us, the

police sent up Verey lights and returned our fire.

O'Brien and I directed our aim on the loopholes in the

steel shutters on the barrack windows. This went on

for a considerable time, when John Moore of Cobh inserted

gelignite in holes made in the gable end of the barracks,

and blew a breach in the wall of the building. Diarmuid

Hurley, 0/C, Midleton company, and Jos Aherne of

Midleton then entered the barracks through the breach,

and called on the garrison to surrender. The latter

came down the stairs, with their hands up. when I

entered the barracks, I saw the police, numbering eight

or nine, in the act of surrendering. The barracks was

then entered by more of our men, and carefully searched

for arms and ammunition. The rifles of the garrison,

some revolvers and a large quantity of ammunition were

captured, and taken to a safe destination by Volunteers

EXT. CARRIGTWOHILL BARRACKS - NIGHT
In a back lane off Main street, Carrightwohill at the sight of old RIC Barracks.

JACK O’CONNELLI was in a position behind a wall at the back of the barracks when the attack was opened by us, about11 p.m. Daithi O'Brien of Cobh was with inc. Mick Leahy, the 0/C, and Tom O'Shea of Cobh were in a hayshed, a few yards away from me.At the first burst of rifle fire from us, the police sent up Verey lights and returned our fire.O'Brien and I directed our aim on the loopholes in the steel shutters on the barrack windows. This went on for a considerable time, when John Moore of Cobh inserted gelignite in holes made in the gable end of the barracks, and blew a breach in the wall of the building.
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“I spent the evening before going to the houses of victim’s 
relatives consoling them...  and promised to have the coffins 
opened so they could view their dead” -  Christina Ahern

Production Status
Under the working title ‘East of Freedom’ the project is currently in pre-production 
with experienced camera and sound crew allocated and a Youghal based recording 
studio identified. A number of local actors have also been identified for voice-over 
parts and further casting will be scheduled for the coming year.

Filming will commence in the Autumn of 2019 and the film will be released in Spring 
of 2021 to coincide with the centenary of the Truce.

Contacts

Producer / Director: Martin Twomey 
   +44 (0)20 7241 0966
   mail@martintwomey.com

Producer / DoP  Kara Sweeney
   +353 (0)86 393 1083
   karamsweeneyis@gmail.com

Cpt. Jack O’Connell

Witness Statement 
of Jack O’Connell 
and derived script

Castlemartyr RIC Barracks attacked on Feb. 9th 1920 Cmd. Diarmuid O’Hurley
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